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Brighton & Hove Libraries - Reading Group Booklist
Brighton & Hove libraries have sets of books especially for loan by reading groups in the City.  The collection is made up of recent bestsellers, classics, contemporary novels, a range of literary fiction, and some experimental writings, all chosen to stretch the mind and provoke discussion.    New titles are added on a regular basis, and suggestions of good books for discussion are always welcome.

To reserve a set of books, please contact Hove Library on (01273) 290700 or ideally via email to BookGroupsLibraries@brighton-hove.gov.uk.
· As many groups throughout the area will be using the sets, please allow enough time for the library to supply them to you.  Wherever possible, at least two months notice would be helpful; along with alternative titles should the original choice be on loan.  It will always be possible to supply alternative titles at short notice however, so if your group would like to discuss what is currently available, please contact us direct on the above telephone number or email address.
· Each set contains between eight and ten copies.
· Please make every effort to return the entire set at one time, as there is likely to be another group waiting to use them shortly.

· When ordering a set of books, it is important that you give an anticipated return date – this is to allow other groups to reserve the set after you return it.

· Books can be delivered to whichever library across the city is most convenient – just let us know where you’d like to collect the set from when ordering.

· Sets are available for six week loan periods, during which time fines will not be charged.  After this time, books must be renewed (if they are not required by another group), otherwise fines will be charged in the normal way.  Longer loan periods are possible by prior arrangement.

· Books will be issued to one nominated member of the book group, who will then be responsible for them during the issue period.
· It is often possible to supply titles which are not on the list in smaller numbers.  Contact us to discuss this.

· The library has some books which can help you set up your own reading group, including advice and discussion questions for recommended titles.  Please check our catalogue at www.librarycatalogue.info or ask staff if you would like to borrow these.

· In order to help you with your discussions, some of the books in this list have reading group guides. Details of what is available are listed beneath each book.  Reading Guide means a brief synopsis and questions written by library staff which can be provided in print form with your set or emailed to you.  The Book Club Bible is a guide to the most popular books for reading groups, covering a short synopsis, starting point questions and suggestions for similar books – there are many copies for loan in the library service, and we can supply a photocopy of the relevant page with each set if requested.  Where a title is listed as being an edition with a reading guide, this is an integral part of the book, when publishers have  printed some points for discussion.
All book annotations are taken from either book-jackets or website reviews, mainly from Amazon.co.uk, but may have been edited for brevity.   
Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy

Science Fiction/Comedy
Douglas Adams

On Thursday lunchtime the Earth gets unexpectedly demolished to make way for a new hyperspace bypass. For Arthur Dent, who has only just had his house demolished that morning , this seems already to be more than he can cope with. Sadly, however, the weekend has only just begun, and the Galaxy is a very strange and startling place.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible:  N


Edition with book group guide?:  N

Paperback

Pages: 180
Half of a Yellow Sun



Social history
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

This highly anticipated new novel from Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie is set in Nigeria during the 1960s, at the time of a vicious civil war in which a million people died and thousands were massacred in cold blood. The three main characters in the novel get swept up in the violence during these turbulent years. One is a young boy from a poor village who is employed at a university lecturer's house. The other is a young middle-class woman, Olanna, who has to confront the reality of the massacre of her relatives. And, the third is a white man, a writer who lives in Nigeria for no clear reason, and who falls in love with Olanna's sister, a remote and enigmatic character. As these people's lives intersect, they have to question their own responses to the unfolding political events. 

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible:  Y
Edition with book group guide?:  N

Paperback

Pages: 448
White Tiger



Contemporary Satire/Debut novel
Aravind Adiga

Meet Balram Halwai, “The White Tiger”; servant, philosopher, entrepreneur, murderer…
Balram narrates his story through letters he writes, but doesn't send, to the Chinese premier, Wen Jiabao. Wen is poised to visit India to learn why it is so good at producing entrepreneurs, so Balram presumes to tell him how to win power and influence people in the modern India. Halwai has come from what Adiga calls the Darkness - the heart of rural India - and manages to escape his family and poverty by becoming chauffeur to a landlord from his village. With this novel Adiga sets out to show us a part of India that we hear about infrequently: its underbelly.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide? N

Paperback

Pages: 321

Little Women /Good Wives


Social History/Classic novel

Louisa M Alcott

'Little Women' is recognised as one of the best-loved classic children's stories of all time. Originally written as a 'girls' story', its appeal transcends the boundaries of time and age, making it as popular with adults as it is with young readers.

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide? N

Paperback

Pages: 527
I, Robot

Isaac Asimov                                                       Sci-Fi
The three laws of Robotics:
1) A robot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to come to harm
2) A robot must obey orders givein to it by human beings except where such orders would conflict with the First Law.
3) A robot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict with the First or Second Law.

With this, Asimov changed our perception of robots forever when he formulated the laws governing their behavior. In I, Robot, Asimov chronicles the development of the robot through a series of interlinked stories: from its primitive origins in the present to its ultimate perfection in the not-so-distant future--a future in which humanity itself may be rendered obsolete.

Here are stories of robots gone mad, of mind-read robots, and robots with a sense of humor. Of robot politicians, and robots who secretly run the world--all told with the dramatic blend of science fact & science fiction that became Asmiov's trademark.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide? N

Paperback

Pages: 249

Started Early Took My Dog                  Crime
Kate Atkinson
A day like any other for security chief Tracy Waterhouse, until she makes a shocking impulse purchase. That one moment of madness is all it takes for Tracy's humdrum world to be turned upside down, the tedium of everyday life replaced by fear and danger at every turn. 

Witnesses to Tracy's outrageous exchange in the Merrion Centre in Leeds are Tilly, an elderly actress teetering on the brink of her own disaster, and Jackson Brodie who has returned to his home county in search of someone else's roots. All three characters learn that the past is never history and that no good deed goes unpunished. 

Kate Atkinson dovetails and counterpoints her plots with Dickensian brilliance in a tale peopled with unlikely heroes and villains . Started Early, Took My Dog is freighted with wit, wisdom and a fierce moral intelligence. It confirms Kate Atkinson’s position as one of the great writers of our time.

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 494

Alias Grace 




Crime/Psychological/Historical
Margaret Atwood

In 1843, a 16-year-old Canadian housemaid named Grace Marks was tried for the murder of her employer and his mistress. The sensationalistic trial made headlines throughout the world, and the jury delivered a guilty verdict. Yet opinion remained fiercely divided about Marks- -was she a spurned woman who had taken out her rage on two innocent victims, or was she an unwilling victim herself, caught up in a crime she was too young to understand? Such doubts persuaded the judges to commute her sentence to life imprisonment, and Marks spent the next 30 years in an assortment of jails and asylums, where she was often exhibited as a star attraction. In Alias Grace, Margaret Atwood reconstructs Marks's story in fictional form. Her portraits of 19th-century prison and asylum life are chilling in their detail. The author also introduces Dr Simon Jordan, who listens to the prisoner's tale with a mixture of sympathy and disbelief. In his effort to uncover the truth, Jordan uses the tools of the then rudimentary science of psychology. But the last word belongs to the book's narrator--Grace herself. 

Bloomsbury Guide? Y


Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide? :N
Paperback

Pages: 545
Oryx & Crake



Science Fiction/Speculative fiction

Margaret Atwood

Pigs might not fly but they are strangely altered. So, for that matter are wolves and racoons. A man, once named Jimmy, now calls himself Snowman & lives in a tree, wrapped in old bed sheets. The voice of Oryx, the woman he loved, teasingly haunts him and the green-eyed Children of Crake are, for some reason, his responsibility.  

Welcome to the outrageous imagination of Margaret Atwood.
Reading guide:  N


Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Bloomsbury Guide? N


Edition with book group guide? :N

Paperback

Pages: 433

James Baldwin
Giovanni’s Baldwin

Tackling the conflict between homosexual and heterosexual love, this novel tells of David, a young man awakening to his true homosexual nature, through a relationship with a barman named Giovanni, as he awaits his fiancee's arrival from Spain.
Reading guide:  N


Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Bloomsbury Guide? N


Edition with book group guide? :N

Paperback

Pages: 159

Old Goriot



Classic novel
/Social Drama  
Honore de Balzac

Eugene wants to get on in the world. So he has come to Paris, where the streets teem with chancers, criminals and social climbers and everyone is out for what they can get. When he finds a place to stay at a shabby boarding house, he sees a potential plan to make a fortune: the two beautiful, aristocratic women who mysteriously come at night to visit the lonely old lodger Goriot. Could they bring him the status and acceptance he craves? In the city nothing is as it seems though. Soon Eugene gets out of his depth in a world of greed and obsession that he could never have imagined - one that can only end in terrible tragedy. 
Reading guide:  Y




Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N


Paperback

Pages: 354
No Time for Goodbye 


Thriller
Linwood Barclay

The house was silent. No sound of her parents getting ready for work, or her brother late for school. Were they punishing her for last night? She’d been out on a date when she should have been studying, and had a huge fight with her father. So where was everyone now? Why had her family disappeared?

Twenty- five years later the mystery is no nearer being solved and Cynthia is still haunted by unanswered questions. Were her family murdered? Abducted? If so why was she spared? And if they’re alive, why did they abandon her?

Then a letter arrives which makes no sense. Soon Cynthia begins to realise that stirring up the past could be the worst mistake she ever made …  
Reading guide:  N




Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N


Paperback

Pages: 437

The Sense of an Ending

 Julian Barnes                                                     Booker Winner 2011
Tony Webster and his clique first met Adrian Finn at school. Sex-hungry and book-hungry, they would navigate the girl-less sixth form together, trading in affectations, in-jokes, rumour and wit. They all swore to stay friends for life. Now Tony is in middle age and he is finding that memory is imperfect.
Reading guide:  N




Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N


Hardback

Pages: 150

Skin Lane                                                         Pscho-shocker/LGBT
Neil Bartlett                                                  
Skin Lane is very quiet, and very profound. It tells the story of Mr F, who works in Skin Lane making fur coats. His is a very banal and orderly existance, until one night he dreams (a thing he never does) of a naked boy hanging in his bathroom. The boy in question, nicknamed 'Beauty', works with Mr F, who becomes obsessed with him. It it extremely moving and there are minor references and parallels to Beauty and the Beast. 
Reading guide:  




Entry in Book Club Bible:
Edition with book group guide?: 


Paperback

Pages: 320
Smut
Alan Bennett                                                     Short Fiction
Unexpected tales from the master of short fiction.
The Shielding of Mrs Forbes Graham Forbes is a disappointment to his mother, who thinks that if he must have a wife, he should have done better. Though her own husband isn't all that satisfactory either. Still, this is Alan Bennett, so what is happening in the bedroom (and in lots of other places too) is altogether more startling, perhaps shocking, and ultimately more true to people's predilections. The Greening of Mrs Donaldson Mrs Donaldson is a conventional middle-class woman beached on the shores of widowhood after a marriage that had been much like many others: happy to begin with, then satisfactory and finally dull. But when she decides to take in two lodgers, her mundane life becomes much more stimulating ... 

Reading guide:  N




Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N


Hardback

Pages: 175

Full House                                                          Quick Reads 2012

Maeve Binchy
Dee loves her children very much, but now they are all grown up, shouldn't they leave home? Rosie, Helen and Anthony are happy at home, and surely their parents like having a full house? When a crisis occurs, Dee decides things have to change for the whole family - whether they like it or not.
Reading guide:  N




Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N


Paperback
Pages: 117

Jamrach’s Menagerie

Carol Birch
Jaffy Brown is running through the London backstreets when he comes face to face with an escaped circus animal. His life is transformed by the encounter. Plucked from the jaws of death by Mr Jamrach, the two strike up a friendship. Before he knows it, Jaffy finds himself on board a ship bound for the South Seas.
Reading guide:  Y




Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N


Paperback

Pages: 344

The Red House
Christopher Bowden                                         Local Author

When Colin Mallory sees a sketch of an actress he once knew on display in the local market, memories of their past are brought back to the surface. Alarmed by her distressed appearance, Colin is propelled on a search that draws him into the nightmare world of 'the group' and the sinister influence that threatens to control him too.
Reading guide:  N




Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N


Paperback

Pages: 192

The Tortilla Curtain 



Social history
T Coraghessan Boyle
 
When Delaney Mossbacher runs over a Mexican pedestrian, he neither reports the accident nor takes the man to hospital. He leaves him $20 before returning to his privileged life in California while the Mexican staggers home to poverty and his pregnant 17-year-old wife 

Reading guide:  Y




Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N


Paperback
Pages: 355
Parrot and Olivier In America             Historical/Booker Prize Shortlisted
Peter Carey

Olivier is a French aristocrat, the traumatised child of survivors of the Revolution; Parrot, an Englishman who always wanted to be an artist but has ended up a servant. Through their picaresque travels in the New World – in love- and politics, prisons and the world of art – Peter Carey explores the adventures of American democracy
With dazzling wit and inventiveness.
Reading guide:  Y




Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N


Paperback
Pages: 578

My Antonia  Modern Classic


Historical
Willa Cather

'During that burning day when we were crossing Iowa, our talk kept returning to a central figure, a Bohemian girl whom we had both known long ago. More than any other person we remembered, this girl seemed to mean to us the country, the conditions, the whole adventure of our childhood ...His mind was full of her that day. He made me see her again, feel her presence, revived all my old affection for her.' MY ANTONIA is the unforgettable story of an immigrant woman's life on the Nebraska plains, seen through the eyes of her childhood friend, Jim Burden. The beautiful, free-spirited, wild-eyed girl captured Jim's imagination long ago and haunts him still, embodying for him the elemental spirit of the American frontier. 
Reading guide:  Y




Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N


Paperback

Pages: 298
Disgrace





Political novel

J.M Coetzee 

After years teaching Romantic poetry at the Technical University of Cape Town, David Lurie, middle-aged and twice divorced, has an impulsive affair with a student. The affair sours; he is denounced and summoned before a committee of inquiry. Willing to admit his guilt, but refusing to yield to pressure to repent publicly, he resigns and retreats to his daughter Lucy’s isolated smallholding.

For a time, his daughter’s influence and the natural rhythms of the farm promise to harmonise his discordant life. But the balance of power in the country is shifting.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 220

Spider Truces



Coming of age/Set in Kent
Tom Connolly
Against the vividly described background of 1980’s rural Kent, this moving portrait of a father-son relationship shifts effortlessly between evoking the terrors and joys of adolescence and the complicated pleasure and pain of being an adult.

Ellis is obsessed by the spiders that inhabit the crumbling house where he lives with his dad, his older sister and Great–aunt Mafi – and also by a need to find out more about his mother, whose death overshadows the family’s otherwise happy existence. He is a sensitive soul; awkward and out of place most of the time but funny, too, and with am embarrassing habit of speaking his thoughts aloud, whatever the company. The family banter is Ellis’s lifeline and counterpoint to the constant heartache of his desire to know something – anything – about his mother.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 348

Girlfriend in a Coma


Contemporary novel

Douglas Coupland

Girls, memory, parenting, millennial fear -- all served Coupland-style. Karen, an attractive, popular student, goes into a coma one night in 1979. Whilst in it, she gives birth to a healthy baby daughter; once out of it, a mere eighteen years later, she finds herself, Rip van Winkle-like, a middle-aged mother whose friends have all gone through all the normal marital, social and political traumas and back again...This tragicomedy shows Coupland in his most mature form yet, writing with all his customary powers of acute observation, but turning his attention away from the surface of modern life to the dynamics of modern relationships, but doing so with all the sly wit and weird accuracy we expect of the soothsaying author of Generation X, Shampoo Planet, Life After God, Microserfs and Polaroids from the Dead. 

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback


Pages: 281
The Hours




Drama Novel/LGBT
Michael Cunningham
In 1929, Virginia Woolf is starting to write her novel, 'Mrs. Dalloway,' under the care of doctors and family. In 1951, Laura Brown is planning for her husband's birthday, but is preoccupied with reading Woolf's novel. In 2001, Clarrisa Vaughn is planning an award party for her friend, an author dying of AIDS. Taking place over one day, all three stories are interconnected with the novel mentioned before, as one is writing it, one is reading it, and one is living it.  (230 pages)

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible:  N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 230

Diary of a Provincial Lady


Autobiographical novel/Comedy
EM Delderfield

The hilarious diary of a long-suffering and disaster-prone Devon lady of the 1930's and her forlorn attempts to keep her somewhat ramshackle upper-class household from falling into the chaos that continually beckons. 

Reading guide: N 



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Hardback

Pages: 201
The Sisters Brothers                                Historical
Patrick DeWitt         
The Sisters Brothers is an offbeat Western about a reluctant assassin and his murderous brother who are on the trail of a man named Hermann Kermit Warm. On the way, the brothers have a series of unsettling and violent experiences in the Darwinian landscape of Gold Rush America.
Reading guide:  N


Entry in Book Club Bible:  N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages:  325

Room 

Emma Donoghue                                Psychological 

It's Jack's birthday and he's excited about turning five. Jack lives with his Ma in Room, which has a locked door and a skylight, and measures 11 feet by 11 feet. He loves watching TV but he knows that nothing he sees on screen is truly real. Until the day Ma admits that there's a world outside.
Reading guide:  Y


Entry in Book Club Bible:  N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages:  401

Rapture                                                   Poetry/LGBT
Carol Ann Duffy
The poems in this book are all love poems, although love is written about in all its various colours, from intense longing and the grief of separation, to love as a great redeeming power.
Reading guide: N 



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 62

Rebecca



Classic novel
/Gothic mystery/Romance
Daphne Du Maurier

Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again ... Working as a lady's companion, the heroine of Rebecca learns her place. Life begins to look very bleak until, on a trip to the South of France, she meets Maxim de Winter, a handsome widower whose sudden proposal of marriage takes her by surprise. She accepts, but whisked from glamorous Monte Carlo to the ominous and brooding Manderley, the new Mrs de Winter finds Max a changed man. And the memory of his dead wife Rebecca is forever kept alive by the forbidding Mrs Danvers. An international bestseller that has never gone out of print, Rebecca is the haunting story of a young girl consumed by love and the struggle to find her identity. (428 pages)

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 428
Sacred Hearts



Historical/Italian Trilogy
Sarah Dunant
1570 in the Italian city of Ferrara. Sixteen- year-old Serafina is ripped by her family from an illicit love affair and forced into the convent of Santa Caterina, renowned for it’s superb music. Serafina’s one weapon is her glorious voice, but she refuses to sing. Madonna Chiara, an abbess as fluent in politics as she is in prayer, finds her new charge has unleashed a power play – rebellion, ecstasies and hysterias – within the convent. However, watching over Serafina is Zuana, the sister in charge of the infirmary, who understands and might even challenge her incarceration.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 461

The Siege  




War historical
Helen Dunmore

Leningrad, September 1941. German tanks surround the city, imprisoning those who live there. The besieged people of Leningrad face shells, starvation, and the Russian winter. Interweaving two love affairs in two generations, THE SIEGE draws us deep into the Levin's family struggle to stay alive during this terrible winter. It is a story about war and the wounds it inflicts on people's lives. It is also a lyrical and deeply moving celebration of love, life and survival. 
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 291

A Visit from the Goon Squad                Psychological/Pulitzer Prize                        
Jennifer Egan                                           Winner 2011
This novel circles the lives of Bennie Salazar, an aging former punk rocker and record executive, and Sasha, the passionate, troubled young woman he employs. Although Bennie and Sasha never discover each other's pasts, the reader does, in intimate detail, along with the secret lives of a host of other characters.

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 349
The Gathering 



Family history
Ann Enright 

THE GATHERING is a family epic, condensed and clarified through the remarkable lens of Anne Enright's unblinking eye. It is also a sexual history: tracing the line of hurt and redemption through three generations - starting with the grandmother, Ada Merriman - showing how memories warp and family secrets fester. This is a novel about love and disappointment, about thwarted lust and limitless desire, and how our fate is written in the body, not in the stars. THE GATHERING sends fresh blood through the Irish literary tradition, combining the lyricism of the old with the shock of the new. As in all Anne Enright's work, fiction and non-fiction, this is a book of daring, wit and insight: her distinctive intelligence twisting the world a fraction, and giving it back to us in a new and unforgettable light.

Reading guide: N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 261
Middlesex




Bildungromans
LGBT
Jeffrey Eugenides

The book's central character, Calliope Stephanides (named after the muse of epic poetry) is a hermaphrodite raised as a girl who comes to realise she is happier as a boy and is now living as a man in contemporary Berlin.  As Cal recounts the experiences of the Stephanides clan in their adopted home--from the Depression to Nixon -he unfurls his own symbiotic odyssey to a new sex. Cal's narrative voice is arch, humorous and self aware, continually drawing attention to its authorial sleights of hand, but never exasperating. This is big, brainy novel but one full of compassion. Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paprback

Pages: 529
Birdsong 




War novel 
Sebastian Faulks

Readers who are entranced by sweeping historical sagas will devour Birdsong, Sebastian Faulks' drama set during the first world war. The book's hero, a 20-year-old Englishman named Stephen Wraysford, finds his true love on a trip to Amiens in 1910. Unfortunately, she's already married, the wife of a wealthy textile baron. Wrayford convinces her to leave a life of passionless comfort to be at his side, but things do not turn out according to plan. Wraysford is haunted by this doomed affair and carries it with him into the trenches of the war. Birdsong derives most of its power from its descriptions of mud and blood, and Wraysford's attempt to retain a scrap of humanity while surrounded by it. There is a simultaneous description of his present-day granddaughter's quest to read his diaries, which is designed to give some sense of perspective; this device is only somewhat successful. Nevertheless, Birdsong is a rewarding read, an unflinching war story and a touching romance. 

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: N

HB / PB: 

Pages: 503

Then We Came to the End

Satire
/Debut novel
Joshua Ferris

They spend their days – and too many of their nights- at work. Away from friends and family, they share a stretch of stained carpet with a group of strangers they call colleagues.

There’s Chris Yop, who is clinging to his ergonomic chair; Lynn Mason, the boss, whose breast cancer everyone pretends not to talk about; Carl Garbedian, secretly taking someone else’s medication; Marcia Dwyer, whose hair is stuck in the eighties; and Benny, who’s just – well, just Benny. Amidst the boredom, redundancies, water-cooler moments, meetings, flirtations and pure rage, life is happening, to their great surprise, all around them.

Reading guide: Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

HB / PB: 

Pages: 385

The Bird Keeper
I.A. Festing
The son of a wealthy businessman, Satchin has turned his back on his family obligations and lineage to work as an ornithologist at Naagpur, a bird sanctuary. When he meets Peter, he becomes strangely drawn to the tourist. Their ensuing affair and plans to elope together are at once tantalising and terrifying to Satchin.
Reading guide: N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

HB / PB: HB

Pages: 228

Everything Is Illuminated


Comic/Debut novel

Foer,J S

Reading guide:




Entry in Book Club Bible: 

Edition with book group guide:

HB / PB: 

Pages: 
Hotel On the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

Social Drama
Ford, Jamie
In 1986, Henry Lee joins a crowd outside the Panama Hotel, once the gateway to Seattle’s Japantown. It has been boarded up for decades, but now the new owner has discovered the belongings of Japanese families who were sent to internment camps during World War II. As the owner unfurls a Japanese parasol, Henry a Chinese American, remembers a young Japanese American girl from his childhood in the 1940s – Keiko Okabe, with whom he forged a bond of friendship & innocent love that transcended the prejudices or their Old World ancestors. After Keiko & her family were evacuated to the internment camps, she & Henry could only hope their promise to each other would be kept. Now, forty years later, Henry explores the hotel’s basement for the Okabe family’s belongings and for a long-lost object whose value he cannot even begin to measure. His search will take him on a journey to revisit the sacrifice he has made for Family, for love, for country.
Reading guide: Y in Book


Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: Y

HB / PB: 

Pages: 290

The French Lieutenants Woman 
Classic novel/Historical romance
John Fowles

Of all John Fowles' novels "The French Lieutenant's Woman" received the most universal acclaim and today holds a very special place in the canon of post-war English literature. From the god-like stance of the nineteenth-century novelist that he both assumes and gently mocks, to the last detail of dress, idiom and manners, his book is an immaculate recreation of Victorian England. Not only is it the epic love story of two people of insight and imagination seeking escape from the cant and tyranny of their age, "The French Lieutenant's Woman" is also a brilliantly sustained allegory of the decline of the twentieth-century passion for freedom.  
Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: Y

Paperback

Pages: 445
Notes from an Exhibition 

Family history
Patrick Gale

Renowned Canadian artist Rachel Kelly -- now of Penzance -- has buried her past and married a gentle and loving Cornish man. Her life has been a sacrifice to both her extraordinary art and her debilitating manic depression. When troubled artist Rachel Kelly dies painting obsessively in her attic studio in Penzance, her saintly husband and adult children have more than the usual mess to clear up. She leaves behind an extraordinary and acclaimed body of work -- but she also leaves a legacy of secrets and emotional damage it will take months to unravel. A wondrous, monstrous creature, she exerts a power that outlives her. To her children she is both curse and blessing, though they all in one way or another reap her whirlwind, inheriting her waywardness, her power of loving -- and her demons. Only their father's Quaker gifts of stillness and resilience give them any chance of withstanding her destructive influence and the suspicion that they came a poor second to the creation of her art.

The reader becomes a detective, piecing together the clues of a life -- as artist, lover, mother, wife and patient -- which takes them from contemporary Penzance to 1960s Toronto to St Ives in the 1970s. 
Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: 

Edition with book group guide?: 

HB / PB: 

Pages: 374
Rough Music 



LGBT
Patrick Gale

Julian as a small boy is taken on the perfect Cornish holiday. When glamorous American cousins unexpectedly swell the party, however, emotions run high and events spiral out of control. Though he has been brought up in the forbidding shadow of the prison his father runs, though his parents are neither as normal nor as happy as he supposes, Julian's world view is the sunnily selfish, accepting one of boyhood. It is only when he becomes a man - seemingly at ease with love, with his sexuality, with his ghosts - that the traumatic effects of that distant summer rise up to challenge his defiant assertion that he is happy and always has been. 
Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 374

A Sweet Obscurity 


Comedy/Family history


Patrick Gale
Returning to haunted Cornish landscapes familiar from other Gale novels, this is the story of individuals in search of a family. Dido, the nine-year-old heroine and emotional centre of Patrick Gale's latest painful comedy, knows that the adults who surround her, the adults who should know better, depend on her for happiness. So who is she to turn to when her short life turns upside down and tragic family history threatens to repeat itself. Only Dido, unheard of in the clamour of others' needs, has the power to affect everyone’s lives. 

Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 471
My Dad’s a Policeman                            Quick Reads/General Fiction
Cathy Glass
'My Dad's a Policeman' is a dramatic and engaging story of a young boy with an alcoholic mother and no knowledge of his father. Lonely, bullied and desperate for a life of happiness and security he tells everyone he meets his dad's a policeman.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 98

Conservationist 



Novel 
Nadine Gordimer

Mehring is rich. He has all the privileges and possessions that white South Africa has to offer, but his possessions refuse to remain objects. His wife , son and mistress leave him; his foreman and workers become increasingly indifferent to his stewardship; even the land rises up, as drought then flood destroys his farm. As the upheaval in Mehring’s world increasingly resembles that in the country as a whole, it becomes clear that only a seismic shift in ideas and concrete action can avert annihilation.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 323

Clothes On Their Backs


Bildungromans/Family history
Linda Grant

Set against the backdrop of 1970s London, The Clothes on their Backs is a wise and tender novel about the clothes, we choose to wear, the personalities we dress ourselves in, and about how they define us all. This is a story about survival – both everyday and heroic – and a young woman who discovers the complications, even betrayals that inevitably accompany the fierce desire to live.

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 293

Brighton Rock



Classic novel
/Thriller
Graham Greene

A gang war is raging through the dark, seedy underworld of Brighton.  Pinkie, fighting for leadership, is only seventeen, yet he has already proved his ruthlessness in the brutal killing of Hale, a journalist.  Untouched by human feeling, Pinkie is isolated from the rest of the world, a figure of pure evil.  Believing he can escape retribution, he is unprepared for the courageous, life-embracing Ida Arnold, who is determined to avenge Hale’s death.  Graham Green’s gripping thriller exposes a world of loneliness, pain and fear, of life lived on the dangerous edge of things.   

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 247

The End of the Affair 


Classic novel
Graham Greene

With the Blitz still raging in London, novelist Maurice Bendrix begins a passionate affair with Sarah, the wife of his colleague Henry. Despite their deep mutual love Sarah ends the illicit relationship, abruptly and seemingly without reason. Baffled by her decision, Maurice develops an obsessive need to discover the truth – and when, two years later, a chance meeting with Henry brings the former lovers together again, Bendrix’s jealousy is rekindled. He hires a private detective to follow Sarah – and a startling truth stranger than Maurice could ever have imagined begins to emerge.


Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 192
Water Horse

Julia Gregson
Set during the Crimean war, this is the story of Catherine Carreg, a young woman who finds the restrictive life of small town mid-nineteenth century Wales oppressive, and longs to escape. After the death of her mother in childbirth, Catherine decides she needs to make a difference in the world, and runs away to London with local cattle drovers to train as a nurse. She trains in Florence Nightingale’s home for sick nurses, then volunteers to nurse in the hell that is the hospital at Scutari, on the mouth of the Black Sea. Beset by ignorance, antagonism and illness, Catherine must fight to learn the lessons of love and war.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide: Y

Paperback

Pages: 455

Spy Game




Family history/Post war
Georgina Harding

On a freezing January morning in 1961, eight year old Anna’s mother disappears into the fog. That same morning, a spy case breaks in the news. Obsessed by stories of espionage, Anna’s brother Peter begins to construct a theory that their mother, a refugee from eastern Germany, was really a spy undercover and might even still be alive. As life goes on, even years later, Anna struggles to sort fact from fantasy. Did her mother have a secret life? And how do you know who a person was once she is dead?

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 310

Gillespie and I

Joanne Harris
In 1888, young, art-loving Harriet Baxter arrives in Glasgow at the time of the International Exhibition. Befriending the Gillespie family, Harriet soon becomes a fixture in all of their lives. But when tragedy strikes the promise and certainties of this world all too rapidly disorientate into mystery and deception.
As she sits in her Bloomsbury home, with her two birds for company, elderly Harriet Baxter sets out to relate the story of her acquaintance, nearly four decades previously, with Ned Gillespie, a talented artist who never achieved the fame she maintains he deserved.
Reading guide:  Y                


Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 502

Catch-22




Classic novel/Historical satire 

Joseph Heller

Published in 1961, this book presents a satirical indictment of military madness and stupidity, and the desire of the ordinary man to survive it. It is the tale of the dangerously sane Captain Yossarian, who spends his time in Italy plotting to survive.  
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: Y

Paperback

Pages: 519
Notes on a Scandal 


Psychological fiction/Thriller
Zoe Heller

Pottery teacher Sheba lets herself be talked into an affair with 15-year-old pupil Connolly; part of what is admirable about this novel is that there is no real attempt to extenuate this--it's wrong and she knows this from the start, enough to lie to herself and others about it. It's an abuse of her very limited power--he is one of the few of her pupils interested in art, not interested in perpetually disrupting her lessons. Sheba is not alone in abusing power, though, and Heller forces us to confront this unpleasant truth about the moralising, managerial headmaster, the husband freed by Sheba's action to seduce his own very slightly older students, and the relatives who never liked her much and can now disown her. Above all, she devotes most of the novel to Barbara, the older colleague who becomes Sheba's confidante and slowly manipulates the situation to make Sheba entirely dependent on her. This is a brilliantly gloomy study in obsession--and the obsession in question is not actually Sheba's with her underage lover.

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 244
The Book of Lies                                  Debut novel
Mary Horlock
Catherine Rozier is 15-years-old and a murderer. She desperately wants to explain what happened that stormy night on the cliffs by Clarence Batterie. But the adults around her - her mother, her teachers, even the Chief Constable - understand that some things are best kept hidden.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Hardback

Pages: 325
The Kite Runner 


Coming of age/Social History/Debut novel
Khaled Hosseini

The Kite Runner tells the gripping story of a boyhood friendship destroyed by jealousy, fear, and the kind of ruthless evil that transcends mere politics. Running parallel to this personal narrative of loss and redemption is the story of modern Afghanistan and of Amir's equally guilt-ridden relationship with the war-torn city of his birth. The Kite Runner begins in the final days of King Zahir Shah's 40-year reign and traces the country's fall from a secluded oasis to a tank-strewn battlefield controlled by the Russians and then the trigger-happy Taliban. When Amir returns to Kabul to rescue Hassan's orphaned child, the personal and the political get tangled together in a plot that is as suspenseful as it is taut with feeling. 
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 324
Invention of everything else

Fictional biography

Hunt, Samantha
Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: 

Edition with book group guide

Paperback

Pages: 

Brave New Word 



Classic novel
/Science Fiction
Aldous Huxley

Far in the future, the World Controllers have created the ideal society. Through clever use of genetic engineering, brainwashing and recreational sex and drugs all its members are happy consumers. Bernard Marx seems alone in feeling discontent. Harbouring an unnatural desire for solitude, and a perverse distaste for the pleasures of compulsory promiscuity, Bernard has an ill-defined longing to break free. A visit to one of the few remaining Savage Reservations where the old, imperfect life still continues, may be the cure for his distress. Huxley's ingenious fantasy of the future sheds a blazing light on the present and is considered to be his most enduring masterpiece.  

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: Y

Paperback

Pages: 229

Goodbye to Berlin



Autobiographical novel/LGBT
Christopher Isherwood

First published in 1939, this novel obliquely evokes the gathering storm of Berlin before and during the rise to power of the Nazis. Events are seen through the eyes of a series of individuals, whose lives are all about to be ruined. 

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 256
Finkler Question

Howard Jacobson
Former BBC radio producer Julian Treslove and Sam Finkler, a popular Jewish philosopher, are old school friends who have never lost touch with each other - or with their former teacher, Libor Sevick. Now, both Libor and Finkler are recently widowed. When the three dine at Libor's apartment, it's a bittersweet evening of reminiscence.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 307

Portrait of a Lady



Classic novel/Historical
Henry James

The Portrait of a Lady is the story of American heiress Isabel Archer’s experiences in Europe just after the middle of the nineteenth century. From being relatively poor, she becomes relatively rich, and the target of a charming fortune hunter. A loving cousin does her a good turn, which goes disastrously wrong, and the consequences for their relationship are movingly  - or arrogantly, according to your reaction to James’s style – portrayed.  Numerous critics regard The Portrait of a Lady as James’s masterpiece. 
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 637
Turn of the Screw and other stories
Classic short novel/Gothic mystery
Henry James

A young, inexperienced governess is charged with the care of Miles and Flora, two small children abandoned by their uncles at his grand country house. She sees the figure of an unknown man on the tower and his face at the window. It is Peter Quint, the master's dissolute valet, and he has come for little Miles. But Peter Quint is dead. Like the other tales collected here - 'Sir Edmund Orme', 'Owen Wingrave', and 'The Friends of the Friends' - 'The Turn of the Screw' is to all immediate appearances a ghost story. But are the appearances what they seem? Is what appears to the governess a ghost or a hallucination? Who else sees what she sees? The reader may wonder whether the children are victims of corruption from beyond the grave, or victims of the governess's 'infernal imagination', which torments but also entrals her? 'The Turn of the Screw' is probably the most famous, certainly the most eerily equivocal, of all ghostly tales. Is it a subtle, self-conscious exploration of the haunted house of Victorian culture, filled with echoes of sexual and social unease? Or is it simply, 'the most hopelessly evil story that we have ever read'?

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 256
Mister Pip




FantasyAdventure
Lloyd Jones
“One of the best books of the year”, poetic, heartbreaking, surprising.

 Matilda is a young girl in Bougainville, a tropical island where the horror of civil war lurks. Mr watts, the only white person, is the sel-appointed teacher of the tiny school where the only textbook is Dickens’ Great Expectations.
Winner of the 2007 Commonwealth Writers’Prize & shortlisted for the 2007 Man Booker Prize.

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 219

Outcast




Suspense/Debut novel
Sadie Jones
One summer’s day in 1957, nineteen- year- old Lewis Aldridge stands alone at Waterford railway station. The only person awaiting his return is a fifteen-year-old girl called Kit Carmichael. Like him, she endured a childhood spent in the stifling atmosphere of an English village recovering from the ravages of the Second world War.

A decade earlier it was Lewis who waited for his father’s homecoming from the war. His mother, a free-spirited and glamorous woman, hold husband and son in her thrall. But when tragedy strikes, Lewis and his father, unable to console one another, are torn apart by their grief. 

Now, from the fractured remains of their old lives, Kit and Lewis must forge their own futures.

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 441

Trouble on the Heath                             Quick Reads/Humour
Terry Jones
Martin Thomas is not happy: the view he loves is about to be blocked by an ugly building. Deciding to take action, he forms a protest group but finds himself running for his life when things go wrong.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 104

Trumpet 




Fictional biography
Jackie Kay

Joss Moody was a woman, a jazz trumpeter who pretended to be a man and even had a wife and an adopted child. Trumpet follows what happens to this family when Joss dies, and his secret is splashed all over the newspapers, how his son feels about his parents, and how his wife reacts to the world discovering the secret they have kept hidden all their married life.  This, the first novel by poet Jackie Kay, is a story about love, which raises issues of gender, identity and the way in which society perceives the way in which people choose to live. 

Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 278
Red Dust Road



Autobiographical
 Jackie Kay
From the moment when, as a little girl, she realizes that her skin is a different colour from that of her beloved mum and dad, to the tracing and finding of her birth parents, her Highland mother and Nigerian father, the journey that Jackie Kay undertakes in Red Dust Road is full of unexpected twists, turns and deep emotions. 

In a book shining with warmth, humour and compassion, she discovers that inheritance is about much more than genes: that we are shaped by songs as much as by cells, and that our internal landscapes are as important as those through which we move. 

Taking the reader from Glasgow to Lagos and beyond, Red Dust Road is revelatory, redemptive and courageous, unique in its voice and universal in its reach. It is a heart-stopping story of parents and siblings, friends and strangers, belonging and beliefs, biology and destiny, and love. 

Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible:
 Edition with book group guide?:

Paperback

Pages:
The Secret Life of Bees
Sue Monk Kidd
Lily has grown up believing she accidentally killed her mother when she was four years old. Now 14, she yearns for forgiveness and a mother's love. When her only friend, a black servant, is beaten, the two become fugitives from justice, and end up following a trail left by Lily's mother.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 374

Dorothy Koomson
Ice Cream Girls

As teenagers, Poppy Carlisle and Serena Gorringe were the only witnesses to a tragic event. Amid heated public debate, the two seemingly glamorous teens were dubbed ‘The Ice-Cream Girls’ by the press and were dealt with by the courts.

Years later, having led very different lives, Poppy is keen to set the record straight about what really happened, while Serena wants no one in her present to find out about her past. But some secrets will not stay buried – and if theirs is revealed, everything will become a living hell all over again…..
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

 Edition with book group guide: Y

Paperback

Pages: 468

The Dispossessed

Ursula Le Guin                                       Sci-Fi
The Principle of Simultaneity is a scientific breakthrough which will revolutionize interstellar civilization by making possible instantaneous communication. It is the life work of Shevek, a brilliant physicist from the arid anarchist world of Anarres. But Shevek's work is being stifled by jealous colleagues, so he travels to Anarres's sister-planet Urras, hoping to find more liberty and tolerance there. But he soon finds himself being used as a pawn in a deadly political game.
Reading guide:  N


Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 318

Fifth Child 




Gothic Novel 

Doris Lessing

'Listening to the laughter, the sounds of children playing, Harriet and David would reach for each other's hand, and smile, and breathe happiness.' Four children, a beautiful old house, the love of relatives and friends, Harriet and David Lovatt's life is a glorious hymn to domestic bliss and old-fashioned family values. But when their fifth child is born, a sickly and implacable shadow is cast over this tender idyll. Large and ugly, violent and uncontrollable, the infant Ben, 'full of cold dislike,' tears at Harriet's breast. Struggling to care for her new-born child, faced with a darkness and a strange defiance she has never known before, Harriet is deeply afraid of what, exactly, she has brought into the world
Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: 

Edition with book group guide?: 

HB / PB: ?

Pages: 159
Long Song 

Andrea Levy
The Long Song is narrated by July, a female slave born and brought up on a Jamaican slave plantation called Amity. From its tantalising opening line, "The book you are now holding within your hand was born of a craving...", July uncoils her dramatic life. Born as the result of a squalid rape, July is destined for a short and brutal existence in the cane fields. But her life is transformed by the whim of Caroline Mortimer, the plantation owner's sister, who is beguiled by the sight of this cute black child and demands July be given to her as a present. July moves from the fetid slave huts to the luxurious great house, where she becomes a privileged house slave. Her story continues through the dying days of slavery, including the Baptist Wars – when slaves on the island were inspired to withdraw their labour for ten violent days - through to abolition, the faux freedom of the apprenticeship period, and then early liberation. We watch July grow up, survive a slave revolt and then become enmeshed in a relationship with a devoutly religious but tragically self-deluded English overseer.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide: Y

Paperback

Pages: 432
Small Island  



Historical
Andrea Levy

It is 1948, and England is recovering from a war.  But at 21 Nevern Street, the conflict has only just begun.  Small Island explores a point in England’s past when the country began to change.  Andrea Levy handles the weighty themes of empire, prejudice, war and love with a lightness of touch and generosity of spirit.  Winner of the 2004 Orange Prize for fiction.  

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 529
The Group




Social Drama/Historical
Mary McCarthy
The Group follows eight graduates from exclusive Vassar College as they find love and heartbreak, and choose careers and husbands against the backdrop of 1930’s New York.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 437

On Chesil Beach 



Fictional biography
Ian McEwan

It is June, 1962. In a hotel on the Dorset coast, overlooking Chesil Beach, Edward and Florence, who got married that morning, are sitting down to dinner in their room. Neither is entirely able to suppress their anxieties about the wedding night to come ..."On Chesil Beach" is another masterwork from Ian McEwan - a story about how the entire course of a life can be changed by a gesture not made or a word not spoken.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback/Hardback

Pages: 166
Enduring love 



Novel 

Ian McEwan

A modern classic by arguably Britain’s finest living writer, it has everything: a gripping plot, highly intelligent and finely crafted prose and a finale that will scare you witless. It also boasts the best first chapter in modern literature – once you’ve read that you will be genuinely unable to put it down. This is the book that should have won McEwan the Booker Prize. 


Two people are harassed by a stalker after all three witness a terrible accident.

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 245
When We Were Bad 


Satire 



Charlotte Mendelson

The Great English Jewish novel may not yet have been written, but authors like Naomi Alderman, Giles Coren and Howard Jacobson have made impressive attempts at it. The award-winning Charlotte Mendelson is, however, in a class of her own. When We Were Bad could have been just another chatty romp through middle-class north London life, but it is widened and deepened by Mendelson s inability to write a dull sentence. Her consistently well-turned phrases and her sharp ear for comedy make this a compulsive exploration of faith, family and femininity, as full of laughs as it is of tears.

Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: 

Edition with book group guide?: 




Pages: 321
Snowdrops

A. D. Miller                                             Psychological/Booker Shortlist
Snowdrops is a chilling story of love and moral freefall - of the corruption, by a corrupt society, of a corruptible young man. It is taut, intense and has a momentum as irresistible to the reader as the moral danger that first enchants, then threatens to overwhelm, its narrator.
Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 273
February
Lisa Moore                                               Relationships/Booker Longlist
In 1982, the oil rig Ocean Ranger sank off the coast of Newfoundland during a Valentine’s night storm. In the early hours of the next morning, all 84 men aboard died. Helen O’Mara is one of those left behind when her husband, Cal, drowns. 
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 307
Norwegian Wood 



Coming of age
Haruki  Murakami

When he hears her favourite Beatles song, Toru Watanabe recalls his first love Naoko, the girlfriend of his best friend Kizuki. Immediately he is transported back almost twenty years to his student days in Tokyo, adrift in a world of uneasy friendships, casual sex, passion, loss and desire - to a time when an impetuous young woman called Midori marches into his life and he has to choose between the future and the past.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 400
Nella Last’s War:



 Journal diary/War historical

The Second World War Diaries of Housewife 49
This is the book that the recent Victoria Wood drama Housewife 49 was based on.

In September 1939 Nella Last began a diary that was to continue for nearly 30 years. She was a volunteer with the Mass Observation Archive, which was set up in 1937 by Charles Madge and Tom Harrisson.  They wanted to record the views of ordinary British people, and recruited volunteers to observe British life, and diarists to record a day-to-day account of their lives. These archives now give a unique insight into the lives of British civilians who found themselves going through a period when their country was at war.

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?:  N

Paperback

Pages:  320
Star of the Sea 



Historical
Joseph O’Connor
Tragedy is a word too often used. Nevertheless, in Star of the Sea Joseph O'Connor manages to achieve a real sense of the tragic, as personal dramas of the most distressing kind play themselves out against the background of the Irish potato famine and the almost equal nightmare of the mass emigration that it caused. As passengers die of starvation and disease in steerage, a drama of adultery, inadvertent incest and inherited disease plays itself out in first class.   This is a kaleidoscopic novel, whose events are seen in many idioms, from many points of view - it is a rich novel that knows that there are limits to the sense that can be made of history.  

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 450
We Were the Mulvaneys 


Family History
Joyce Carol Oates

The unforgettable story of the rise, fall and ultimate redemption of an American family. The Mulvaneys are seemingly blessed by everything that makes life sweet. They live together in the picture-perfect High Point Farm, just outside the community of Mt Ephraim, New York, where they are respected and liked by everybody. Yet something happens on Valentine's Day 1976. An incident involving Marianne Mulvaney, the pretty sixteen-year-old daughter, is hushed up in the town and never discussed within the family. The impact of this event reverberates throughout the lives of the characters. As told by Judd, years later, in an attempt to make sense of his own past reveals the unspoken truths of that night that rends the fabric of the family life with tragic consequences. In 'We Were the Mulvaneys', Joyce Carol Oates, the highly acclaimed author of 'Blonde', masterfully weaves an unforgettable story of the rise, fall and ultimate redemption of an American family.

Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible:

Edition with book group guide:

 

Pages: 302
Tackling Life                                             Quick Reads/Local biography
Charlie Oatway
Charlie Oatway (Brighton & Hove Albion) was born into a family who were often in prison and always on the wrong side of the law. Unable to learn his lessons in school, Charlie was soon involved in petty crime and it seemed his life would follow that of his dad and uncles. 'Tackling Life' is the story of how Charlie managed to turn his life around.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide: N

 

Pages: 104

Tiger’s Wife

Tea Obreht

Set in war-torn Yugoslavia, The Tiger's Wife is a tale inspired by one woman's experience of the never-ending violence that swept the Balkans.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide: Y

Paperback Pages: 336
Icarus Girl 




Social history
Helen Oyeyemi

'Stop looking to belong, half-and-half child. Stop. There is nothing, there is only me, and I have caught you.' Jessamy Harrison is eight years old. Sensitive, whimsical, possessed of an extraordinary and powerful imagination, she spends hours writing haikus, reading Shakespeare, or simply hiding in the dark warmth of the airing cupboard Taken to her mother's family compound in Nigeria for the first time, she meets her uncles and aunts and cousins and her formidable old grandfather. Then one day, in the deserted servants' home, she encounters Titiola, a ragged little girl her own age. At last she has found a friend, someone she can play with, who understands her. As the bond between the two girls grows, Jess watches powerless as those around her begin to get hurt, and she begins to wonder if TillyTilly is as harmless as she looks.

Lyrical, poetic and compelling, The Icarus Girl is a novel of twins, doubles and ghosts, of a little girl growing up between cultures and colours. It heralds the arrival of a remarkable new talent.

Entry in Bloomsbury Guide: Y

Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?:N

Paperback/hardback

Pages: 
Beyond The Bounty                                Quick Reads 2012 
Tony Parsons
What happened after the crew of the Bounty cast their sadistic captain adrift? They swap cruelty and the lash for easy living in the island heaven of Tahiti. However, paradise turns out to have a darker side as the rebels' dreams turn to nightmares.

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide: N

Paperback Pages: 85
Bel Canto




Thriller/Comedy
Ann Patchett

In an attempt to attract funding from Japanese electronics CEO Katsumi Hosokawa, a small Latin American country throws a party in his honour. The main attraction is a performance by Hosokawa’s idol, world-famous soprano Roxane Coss, but just as her aria reaches its close the house is overrun by terrorists and the guests taken prisoner. However, they are forced to reassess their plans when they discover that their intended target – the nation’s President – has decided to stay at home and watch TV. Shifting their attention to the temperamental Roxane, the terrorists find themselves attending to her every whim. As the hostages begin to relax, romance blossoms in the most unlikely of situations, but the threat of violence is always around the corner.

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 318
Bloody Valentine                                    Quick Reads/ Crime
James Patterson

Mega rich restaurant owner Jack Barnes and his second wife Zee are very much in love. However, their plans for Valentine's Day are about to be torn apart by the most violent murder. Who is the strange figure plotting this sick crime? Who hates Jack that much?

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 122

Tenderness of Wolves


Historical/Murder
Steph Penney

It is 1867, Canada: as winter tightens its grip on the isolated settlement of Dove River, a man is brutally murdered and a 17-year old boy disappears. One-by-one the assembled searchers set out from Dove River, pursuing the tracks across a desolate landscape home only to wild animals, madmen and fugitives, variously seeking a murderer, a son, two sisters missing for 17 years, a Native American culture, and a fortune in stolen furs before the snows settle and cover the tracks of the past for good. In an astonishingly assured debut, Stef Penney deftly waves adventure, suspense, revelation and humour into a panoramic historical romance, an exhilarating thriller, a keen murder mystery and ultimately, with the sheer scope and quality of her storytelling, one of the books of the year.

Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: 

Edition with book group guide?: 




Pages: 450
Little Daughter

Zoya Phan                                             Memoir
Zoya Phan was born in the remote jungles of Burma, to the Karen ethnic group. For decades the Karen have been under attack from Burma's military junta; Zoya's mother was a guerrilla soldier, her father a freedom activist. She lived in a bamboo hut on stilts by the Moei River; she hunted for edible fungi with her much-loved adopted brother, Say Say. Many Karen are Christian or Buddhist, but Zoya's parents were animist, venerating the spirits of forest, river and moon. Her early years were blissfully removed from the war. At the age of fourteen, however, Zoya's childhood was shattered as the Burmese army attacked. With their house in flames, Zoya and her family fled. So began two terrible years of running from guns, as Zoya joined thousands of refugees hiding in the jungle. Her family scattered, Zoya sought sanctuary across the border in a Thai refugee camp. Conditions in the camp were difficult, and Zoya now had to care for her ailing mother. Zoya, a gifted pupil, was eventually able to escape, first to Bangkok and then, with her enemies still pursuing her, in 2004 she fled to the UK and claimed asylum. The following year, at a 'free Burma' march, she was plucked from the crowd to appear on the BBC, the first of countless interviews with the world's media. She became the face of a nation enslaved, rubbing shoulders with presidents and film stars. By turns uplifting, tragic and entirely gripping, this is the extraordinary true story of the girl from the jungle who became an icon of a suffering land.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide; N




Pages: 330

Far To Go

Alison Pick

Pavel and Anneliese Bauer are affluent, secular Jews, whose lives are turned upside down by the arrival of the German forces in Czechoslovakia. The Bauers flee to Prague with their 6-year-old son, Pepik, and his beloved nanny, Marta. When the family try to flee without her to Paris, Marta betrays them to her Nazi boyfriend.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide; N




Pages: 308

My Sister’s Keeper 


Fictional biography
Jodi Picoult

Anna is not sick, but she might as well be. By age thirteen, she has undergone countless surgeries, transfusions, and shots so that her older sister, Kate, can somehow fight the leukemia that has plagued her since childhood. The product of preimplantation genetic diagnosis, Anna was conceived as a bone marrow match for Kate -- a life and a role that she has never challenged...until now. Like most teenagers, Anna is beginning to question who she truly is. But unlike most teenagers, she has always been defined in terms of her sister -- and so Anna makes a decision that for most would be unthinkable, a decision that will tear her family apart and have perhaps fatal consequences for the sister she loves.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 422
Space Merchants

Frederik Pohl & C. M. Kornbluth                     Sci-Fi
It is the 20th Century, an advertisement-drenched world in which the big ad agencies dominate governments and everything else. Now Schoken Associates, one of the big players, has a new challenge for star copywriter Mitch Courtenay. Volunteers are needed to colonise Venus. It's a hellhole, and nobody who knew anything about it would dream of signing up. But by the time Mitch has finished, they will be queuing to get on board the spaceships.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 186

One Moment, One Morning                    Local author/Chick Lit
Sarah Rayner

The Brighton to London line. The 7:44 train. Carriages packed with commuters. One woman occupies her time observing the people around her. Then, abruptly, everything changes: a man collapses, the train is stopped, an ambulance called. And for three passengers, life will never be the same again.
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 405

Good Plain Cook



Social Drama set in Sussex
Bethan Roberts

In the summer of 1936, the world is on the cusp of change, but there’s little sign of it in rural Sussex. So when local girl Kitty Allen answers an advert looking for “a good plain cook”, she has no idea what she’s letting herself in for.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 308

Interpretation of Murder


Mystery/Debut novel
Jed Rubenfield

Despite the outward success of his visit to the USA, Sigmund Freud always spoke as if some trauma had befallen him there. He blamed the country for physical ailments that afflicted him long before his visit.. The Interpretation of Murder is strikingly written literary thriller constructed around Freud’s American visit. An attractive young debutante is discovered bound, whipped and strangled in a luxurious New York apartment and another society beauty narrowly escapes the same fate. But nothing about the attacks - or the victims - is as it seems.

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 533
The Sparrow

Mary Doria Russell                                          Sci-Fi

Set in the 21st century - between 20 and 60 years from now - The Sparrow is the story of a charismatic Jesuit priest and talented linguist, Emilio Sandoz, who - in response to a remarkable radio signal from the depths of space - leads a scientific mission to make first contact with an extraterrestrial culture. In the true tradition of Jesuit adventurers before him, Sandoz and his companions are prepared to endure isolation, suffering - even death - but nothing can prepare them for the civilisation they encounter, or for the tragic misunderstanding that brings the mission to a devastating end. Once considered a living saint, Sandoz returns alone to Earth horrifically maimed, both physically and spiritually, the mission-s sole survivor - only to be blamed for the mission-s failure and accused of heinous crimes.Written in clean, effortless prose and peopled with memorable, superbly-realised characters who never lose their humanity or humour, The Sparrow is a powerful, haunting fiction - a tragic but ultimately triumphant novel about the nature of faith, of love and what it means to be -human-.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 503

Persepolis 




Autobiographical /Graphic novel
Marjane Satrapi 

Marjane Satrapi's Persepolis is an exemplary autobiographical graphic novel. Set in Iran during the Islamic Revolution, it follows the young Satrapi, six-year-old daughter of two committed and well-to-do Marxists. As she grows up, she witnesses first-hand the effects that the revolution and the war with Iraq have on her home, family and school. The main strength of Persepolis is its ability to make the political personal. Told through the eyes of a child (as reflected in Satrapi's simplistic yet expressive black-and-white artwork), the story shows how young Marjane learns about her family history and how it is entwined with the history of Iran, and watches her liberal parents cope with a fundamentalist regime that gets increasingly rigid as it gains more power. Outspoken and intelligent, Marjane chafes at Iran's increasingly conservative interpretation of Islamic law, especially as she grows into a bright and independent teenager. Throughout, Marjane remains a hugely likeable young woman 
Persepolis gives the reader a snapshot of daily life in a country struggling with an internal cultural revolution and a bloody war, but within an intensely personal context. It's a very human history, beautifully and sympathetically told..
Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: 

Edition with book group guide?



Pages: 343
The Bookseller of Kabul 


Contemporary /Non-Fiction
Asne Seierstad
For more than twenty years, Sultan Khan has defied the authorities, whether communist or Taliban, to supply books to the people of Kabul. He has been arrested, interrogated, and imprisoned, and has watched illiterate Taliban soldiers burn piles of his books in the street. Yet he has persisted in his passion for books, shedding light in one of the world's darkest places. This is the intimate portrait of a man of principle and of his family - two wives, five children, and many relatives sharing a small four-room apartment in this war-ravaged city. As they endure the extraordinary trials and tensions of Afghanistan's upheavals, they also still try to live ordinary lives, with work, relaxation, shopping, cooking, marriages, rivalries, and shared joys. Most of all, this is an intimate portrait of family life under Islam. Even after the Taliban's collapse, the women in Khan's family must submit to arranged marriages, polygamous husbands, and crippling limitations on their ability to travel, learn, and communicate with others. Seierstad lived with Khan's family for months, experiencing first-hand Afghani life as few outsiders have seen it. 

Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 276

Burnt Shadows 



Social history
Kamila Shamsie,





In a prison cell in the US, a man stands trembling, naked, fearfully waiting to be shipped to Guantanamo Bay. How did it come to this? he wonders. August 9th, 1945, Nagasaki. Hiroko Tanaka steps out onto her veranda, taking in the view of the terraced slopes leading up to the sky. Wrapped in a kimono with three black cranes swooping across the back, she is twenty-one, in love with the man she is to marry, Konrad Weiss. In a split second, the world turns white. In the next, it explodes with the sound of fire and the horror of realisation. In the numbing aftermath of a bomb that obliterates everything she has known, all that remains are the bird-shaped burns on her back, an indelible reminder of the world she has lost. In search of new beginnings, she travels to Delhi two years later. There she walks into the lives of Konrad's half-sister, Elizabeth, her husband James Burton, and their employee Sajjad Ashraf, from whom she starts to learn Urdu. As the years unravel, new homes replace those left behind and old wars are seamlessly usurped by new conflicts. But the shadows of history - personal, political - are cast over the entwined worlds of the Burtons, Ashrafs and the Tanakas as they are transported from Pakistan to New York, and in the novel's astonishing climax, to Afghanistan in the immediate wake of 9/11. The ties that have bound them together over decades and generations are tested to the extreme, with unforeseeable consequences. Sweeping in its scope and mesmerising in its evocation of time and place, "Burnt Shadows" is an epic narrative of disasters evaded and confronted, loyalties offered and repaid, and loves rewarded and betrayed.

Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide N

Paperback

Pages: 384
Unless 




Fictional Autobiographical
Carol Shields

The oldest daughter of 44-year-old Reta Winters suddenly, inexplicably, drops out of college and ends up on a Toronto street corner panhandling, with a cardboard sign around her neck that reads "goodness." The quiet comforts of Reta's small-town life and the constancy of her feminist perspective sustain her hope that her daughter will snap out of this, whatever "this" is. Threaded into her family's crisis is her ongoing internal elegy on the exclusion of women from the literary canon, which she transposes to mean her daughter's exclusion from humanity. Reta wonders if her daughter has discovered, as she herself did years before, that the world is "an endless series of obstacles, an alignment of locked doors," and has chosen to pursue the one thing that doesn't require power or a voice: goodness.  

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 320
Larry’s Party 



Social history
Carol Shields

Larry Weller’s life unfolds before him as a series of mistakes and coincidences. When Red River College sends him a brochure for Flower Design, instead of the requested Furnace Repair, Larry learns how to arrange flowers for a living. When his date to a Halloween party wears an unappealing pirate costume, Larry's eye wanders and falls upon a cute Martian named Dorrie. A year later, Dorrie accidentally gets pregnant and becomes the first Mrs. Larry Weller. Perhaps the most significant coincidence occurs on their honeymoon in England, where Larry allows himself to get lost in the Hampton Court garden maze. While halfheartedly navigating his way through the lush green labyrinth, Larry realizes that he revels in taking wrong turns, that "getting lost, and then found, seemed the whole point." Mazes become not only Larry's passion and life's work, but also a mirror for Carol Shields's winding, looping narrative and the episodic structure of Larry's Party. 
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 339
We need to talk about Kevin

Thriller/Epistolary fiction 

Lionel Shriver

*Orange Prize Winner 2005*

Two years ago, Eva Khatchadourian's son, Kevin, murdered seven of his fellow high-school students, a cafeteria worker, and a popular algebra teacher. Because he was only fifteen at the time of the killings, he received a lenient sentence and is now in a prison for young offenders in upstate New York. Telling the story of Kevin's upbringing, Eva addresses herself to her estranged husband through a series of letters. Fearing that her own shortcomings may have shaped what her son has become, she confesses to a deep, long-standing ambivalence about both motherhood in general and Kevin in particular. How much is her fault? Lionel Shriver tells a compelling, absorbing, and resonant story while framing these horrifying tableaux of teenage carnage as metaphors for the larger tragedy - the tragedy of a country where everything works, nobody starves, and anything can be bought but a sense of purpose. 

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: Y

Paperback

Pages: 400
American Wife



Bildungromans/Contemporary
Curtis Sittenfeld

On one of the most important days of her husband’s presidency, Alice Blackwell considers the strange and unlikely path that has led them to the White House, and faces contradictions years in the making. Weaving race, class, wealth and fate into a brilliant tapestry, this remarkable novel lays bare the pleasures and pain of intimacy and love.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 638

I Capture the Castle


Classic novel
/Biographical
Dodie Smith

Cassandra Mortmain lives with her bohemian and impoverished family in a crumbling castle in the middle of nowhere. She records her life with her beautiful, bored sister, Rose, her fadingly glamorous stepmother, Topaz, her little brother, Thomas, and her eccentric novelist father who suffers from a financially crippling writer’s block. However, all their lives are turned upside down when the American heirs to the castle arrive and Cassandra finds herself falling in love for the first time.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 408
On Beauty 




Comic Saga
Zadie Smith

Set in New England mainly and London partly, "On Beauty" concerns a pair of feuding families - the Belseys and the Kipps - and a clutch of doomed affairs. It puts low morals among high ideals and asks some searching questions about what life does to love. For the Belseys and the Kipps, the confusions - both personal and political - of our uncertain age are about to be brought close to home: right to the heart of family.

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 464
Map of Love 




Romance
Ahdef Soueif

Ahdaf Soueif's The Map of Love is a massive family saga, a story that draws its readers into two moments in the complex, and troubled, history of modern Egypt. The story begins in New York, in 1997; Isabel Parkman discovers an old trunk full of documents - some in English, some in Arabic - in her dying mother's apartment. Omar-al-Ghamrawi, a man with whom she is falling in love, directs her to his sister, Amal, in Cairo. Together the two women begin to uncover the stories embedded in the journal of Lady Anna Winterbourne (who travels to Egypt in 1900 and falls in love with Sharif Pasha al- Barudi, an Egyptian Nationalist) and the unsuspected connections between their own families. British colonialism, Egyptian nationalism, the clash of cultures in the Middle East in 1900 and the present day: the different narratives of The Map of Love weave a subtle, and reflective, tale of love across culture and conflict - the ways in which relations between individuals may (or may not) make the difference.

Reading guide:   N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 544

Red Pony




Classic novel/Short story
John Steinbeck

John Steinbeck's masterpiece celebrates the spirit and courage of adolescence. Jody Tiflin has the urge for rebellion, but he also wants to be loved. In THE RED PONY, Jody begins to learn about adulthood - its pain, its responsibilities and its problems - through his acceptance of his father's gifts. First he is given a red pony, and later he is promised the colt of a bay mare. Yet both of these gifts bring him tragedy as well as joy, and Jody is taught not only the harsh lessons of life and death, but made painfully aware of the fallibility of adults

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 96
The Help




Social Drama/Historical (2 sets)
Kathryn Stockett
Enter a vanished world: Jackson, Mississippi, 1962. Where black maids raise white children, but aren’t trusted not to steal the silver….

There’s Aibileen, raising her seventeenth white child and nursing the hurt caused by her own son’s tragic death; Minny, whose cooking is nearly as sassy as her tongue; and white Miss Skeeter, home from college, who wants to know why her beloved maid has disappeared.

Skeeter, Aibileen and Minny. No one would believe they’d be friends; fewer still would tolerate it. But as each woman finds the courage to cross boundaries, they come to depend and rely upon one another. Each is in search of a truth. Together they have an extraordinary story to tel….
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 444

Suspicions of Mr Whicher 

Crime
or The Murder at Road Hill House 

Kate Summerscale

This true story has all the hallmarks of a classic gripping murder mystery. A body, a detective, a country house steeped in secrets and a whole family of suspects – it is the original Victorian whodunnit.

It is midnight on 30th June 1860 and all is quiet in the Kent family’s elegant house in Road, Wiltshire. The next morning, however, they wake to find that their youngest son has been the victim of a gruesome murder. Even worse, the guilty party is surely one of their number – the house being bolted from the inside. As Jack Whicher, the most celebrated detective of his day, arrives at Road to track down the killer, the murder provokes national hysteria at the thought of what might be festering behind the closed doors of respectable middle–class homes – scheming servants, rebellious children, insanity, jealousy, loneliness and loathing.

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 314
Perfume




Horror/Mystery
Patrick  Suskind

In the slums of eighteenth-century France, the infant Jean-Baptiste Grenouille is born with one sublime gift-an absolute sense of smell. As a boy, he lives to decipher the odors of Paris, and apprentices himself to a prominent perfumer who teaches him the ancient art of mixing precious oils and herbs. But Grenouille's genius is such that he is not satisfied to stop there, and he becomes obsessed with capturing the smells of objects such as brass doorknobs and fresh-cut wood. Then one day he catches a hint of a scent that will drive him on an ever-more-terrifying quest to create the "ultimate perfume"-the scent of a beautiful young virgin. Told with dazzling narrative brillance, Perfume is a hauntingly powerful tale of murder and sensual depravity.

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: Y

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 263

Haley Tanner                                          General Fiction/Love Story
Vaclav & Lena

Vaclav and Lena, the children of Russian émigrés, are at the same time from radically different worlds. While Vaclav's burgeoining love of performing magic is indulged by hardworking parents pursuing the American dream, troubled Lena is caught in a domestic situation no child should suffer through.

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 287

Little Friend




 Mystery
Donna Tartt

Although the Cleve family revels in almost every detail of their history, the events of one fateful Mother’s Day are never, ever discussed. On that day, nine year old Robin Cleve was found hanging by the neck from a tree in their front garden. Eleven years later, the mystery – with it’s taunting traces of foul play – is no nearer a solution than it had been on the day it happened.

Inspired by Houdini and Robert Louis Stevenson, twelve year old Harriet sets out with her only friend to find her brother’s murderer – and punish him. But what starts out as a child’s game soon becomes a dark and dangerous journey into the menacing underworld of a small Mississippi town.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 555
Brixton Beach 



Bildungromans
Roma Tearne
When family tragedy strikes, Alice Fonseka, a dreamy, artistic child with a Singhalese mother and Tamil father, leaves the beautiful island of Sri Lanka. Unable to bear the injustice of what has happened, her family heads for England.

There, in the cold, urban landscape of London, Alice grows up, creating a life for herself, with all that this means: struggles, a home in London – and a blossoming of the art through which she expresses herself. But there is much she cannot find. Understanding.  Peace. Lasting  love. She has nearly given up when, unbidden, it blooms brightly.

Then on the clear summer morning of July 7 2005, violence crosses her path again…..
Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 408

Frankie and Stankie 


Autobiographical novel 
Barbara Trapido

Dinah and Lisa are growing up in 1950’s South Africa, where racial laws are tightening.   They are two little girls from a liberal family – big sister Lisa is strong and sensible, while Dinah is weedy and arty.  At school, the sadistic Mrs Vaughan-Jones provides instruction in mental arithmetic and racial prejudice.  And then there’s the puzzle of lunch break. ‘Would you rather have a native girl or a koelie to make your sandwiches?’ a classmate asks.  But Dinah doesn’t know, because it’s her dad who makes them.  As the shadows of apartheid lengthen, Dinah journeys through childhood and adolescence and the minefields of boys and university in this vibrant and irresistible novel. 

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N
Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 307
Digging to America 


Social Drama
Anne Tyler

Friday August 15th, 1997. Two tiny Korean babies are delivered to Baltimore to two families with nothing in common. First there are the Donaldsons, decent Brad and homespun Bitsy and a host of relatives, taking delivery with characteristic American razzmatazz. Then there are the Yazdans, pretty, nervous Ziba and carefully assimilated Sami, with his elegant Iranian-born widowed mother Maryam, receiving their little bundle with wondering discretion. 
Every year, on the anniversary of ‘Arrival Day’ the two families celebrate together, with increasingly elaborately competitive parties, as tiny, delicate Susan and wholesome, stocky Jin-ho, take roots and become American… 
Full of achingly hilarious moments and toe-curling misunderstandings, Digging to America is about insiders and outsiders, pride and prejudice, young love and unexpected old love, families and the impossibility of ever getting it right… 

Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: 

Edition with book group guide?




Pages: 330
Miss Garnet’s Angel 


Psychological fiction
Salley Vickers

Julia Garnet is a teacher. Just retired, she is left a legacy which she uses by leaving her orderly life and going to live - in winter - in an apartment in Venice. Its beauty, its secret corners and treasures, and its people overwhelm a lifetime of reserve and caution. Above all she's touched by the all-prevalent spirit of the Angel, Raphael. The ancient tale of Tobias, who travels to Media unaware he is accompanied by the Archangel Raphael, unfolds alongside Julia Garnet's contemporary journey. The two stories interweave with parents and landladies, restorers and priests, American tourists and ancient travellers abounding. The result is an enormously satisfying journey of the spirit, and Julia Garnet is a character to treasure. 

Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 342

The Other Side of You 


Social Drama
Sally Vickers

'There is no cure for being alive.' Thus speaks Dr David McBride, a psychiatrist for whom death exerts and unusual draw. As a young child he witnessed the death of his six year old brother and it is this traumatic event which has shaped his own personality and choice of profession. One day a failed suicide, Elizabeth Cruickshank, is admitted to his hospital. She is unusally reticent and it is not until he recalls a painting by Caravaggio that she finally yields up her story.Through David's narration, we learn of Elizabeth Cruickshank's dereliction of trust, and the man she has lost. As her story unfolds David finds his own life being touched by her account and a haunting sense that the 'other side' of his elusive patient has a strange resonance for him, too. Set partly in Rome, The Other Side of You explores the theme of redemption through love and art, which has become a hallmark of Salley Vickers' acclaimed work. As with her other highly popular novels, this is a many-layered and subtly audacious story, which traces the boundaries of life and death and the difficult possibilities of reputance.

Reading guide:  



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Hardback

Pages: 292
Stars in the Bright Sky
Alan Warner

The Sopranos are back: out of school and out in the world, gathered in Gatwick to plan a super-cheap last-minute holiday to celebrate their reunion. Kay, Kylah, Manda, Rachel and Finn are joined by Finn’s equally gorgeous friend Ava – a half-French philosophy student – and are ready to go on the rampage. Just into their twenties and as wild as ever, they’ve added acrylic nails, pedicures, mobile phones and credit cards to their arsenal, but are still the same thirsty girls: their holiday bags packed with skimpy clothes and condoms, their hormones rampant. Will it be Benidorm or Magaluf, Paris or Las Vegas? One thing is certain: a great deal of fast-food will be eaten and gallons of Guinness will be drunk by the alpha-female Manda, and she will be matched by the others’ enthusiastic intake of Bacardi Breezers, vodkas and Red Bull. With Alan Warner’s pitch-perfect ear for dialogue, pinpoint characterisation and glorious set-pieces, this is a novel propelled by conversation through scenes of excess and debauchery, hilarity and sadness. Like the six young women at its centre, The Stars in the Bright Sky is vivid and brimming with life – in all its squalor, rage, tears and laughter – and presents an unforgettable story of female friendship.
Reading guide:  Y



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: N

Paperback

Pages: 394

When God Was A Rabbit

Sarah Winman
1968. The year Paris takes to the streets. The year Martin Luther King loses his life for a dream. The year Eleanor Maud Portman is born.

Young Elly's world is shaped by those who inhabit it: her loving but maddeningly distractible parents; a best friend who smells of chips and knows exotic words like 'slag'; an ageing fop who tapdances his way into her home, a Shirley Bassey impersonator who trails close behind; lastly, of course, a rabbit called God. In a childhood peppered with moments both ordinary and extraordinary, Elly's one constant is her brother Joe.

Twenty years on, Elly and Joe are fully grown and as close as they ever were. Until, that is, one bright morning when a single, earth-shattering event threatens to destroy their bond forever. 

Spanning four decades and moving between suburban Essex, the wild coast of Cornwall and the streets of New York, this is a story about childhood, eccentricity, the darker side of love and sex, the pull and power of family ties, loss and life. More than anything, it's a story about love in all its forms. 

Reading guide:  N



Entry in Book Club Bible: N

Edition with book group guide?: Y     
Paperback

Pages: 324

Book Thief 





Journal diary
/War historical
Markus Zusak

1939 - Nazi Germany - The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier. Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is living with a foster family on Himmel Street. Her parents have been taken away to a concentration camp. Liesel steals books. This is her story and the story of the inhabitants of her street when the bombs begin to fall. Some important information - this novel is narrated by death. It's a small story, about: a girl; an accordionist; some fanatical Germans; a Jewish fist fighter; and quite a lot of thievery. Another thing you should know - death will visit the book thief three times.

Reading guide:  N




Entry in Book Club Bible:  Y
Edition with book group guide? N


Paperback
Pages: 554
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