














54 55

Job file activities Asking questions

The job files contained in this resource provide an insight 
into a range of occupations that existed in ancient Egypt.  To 
help pupils engage more easily with the different experiences 
of employment, each occupation is described by a character.  
Each character is asked the same questions about their work 
in order to help pupils make comparisons and connections 
between different occupations.

There are many ways in which the job files can support pupils’ 
learning.  The classroom activities suggested here could be used 
either before of after a visit to Brighton Museum & Art Gallery.

	The questions provided in this resource can 
be used in the classroom or at the museum.  
Devising and answering questions can help 
pupils unlock the wealth of information 
contained in objects.  The most valuable 
questions to ask when investigating objects 
are open-ended, encourage dialogue, allow for 
individual interpretation, and call upon pupils’ 
prior knowledge.  

General questions

•	 What is similar about all the jobs?
•	 What is different about the jobs?
•	 Which job was the most dangerous?
•	 Which job do you think required the most skill 	

and training?
•	 What do the job files tell you about employment 	

opportunities in ancient Egypt?
•	 What other ancient Egyptian jobs would you like 
	 to find out about?

Workers’ forum

Using the job files as a basis for a debate gives 
pupils the opportunity to practise making reasoned 
judgements and develop their presentation and 
communication skills.

1.	 Begin by discussing all the job files with the class 
so pupils have an overview of the range of  jobs 
available.

2.	O rganise the class into small groups, giving each 
group a job file.  Explain that they need to work as 
a group to create a presentation that persuades the 
rest of the class that their job is the most important.  

3.	O nce each group has created and presented 		
their argument, ask them to think of two reasons 
why the other groups’ jobs are not as important 

	 as theirs. 
4.	 As each group shares its arguments with the class, 

encourage the other groups to defend their jobs 
using information they have gathered for their 
original presentation.

5.	 To conclude the debate, ask pupils to vote for 		
the job that they think is most important. You may 
need to emphasise that they can vote for any job; 
they do not have to vote for their own.

Ancient Egyptian job interviews

This hot-seating activity enables pupils to engage 
with the different characters described in the job files 
and to consider the advantages and disadvantages 
of each job.

1.	 Give small groups of pupils a job file.  	
Organise each group into a panel of interviewers 
and one job applicant. 

2.	 Explain to the class that they are going to role 		
play an interview for their particular job file. 
a. �	 Interviewers need to develop a list of 		

	  questions to ask the applicant.  
b. �	 The job applicant needs to think about how 	

	  they will convince the interview panel that 		
	  they are the right candidate for thejob. They 		
	  may also need to think of some questions to ask 	
	  the interview panel about the job.

Expand the job files

1.	 Pupils could research other jobs in ancient Egypt 
using a range of sources.  They could present their 
findings using the job file questions as a framework.

2.	 Pupils could develop the existing job files by creating 
diaries or job advertisements for each character.

What do you observe?

These questions encourage pupils to observe the physical 
qualities of the object.  They address factors such as 
colour, texture, materials, patterns, structure, shape, form 
and size.

•	 What shape is the object?
•	 How big is it?
•	 What colour is it?
•	 Have its colours faded?
•	 Is it decorated? How?
•	 Is it worn? If so, where? What might this indicate?
•	 What is it made of?
•	 How many different materials is it made of?
•	 Is it made of more than one piece? Is it complete?
•	 Has it been mended or altered?

What can you work out?

These questions develop pupils’ skills of deduction. 
They encourage the pupils to build upon their existing 
knowledge and make suggestions using evidence to back 
up their judgements.

•	 What do you already know about this object?
•	 What can you guess – with evidence to back it up?
•	 How would it have been used?
•	 Why is it this size, shape and colour?
•	 What does this artefact/pattern stand for?
•	 Why is the object made of this material and 	
	 not another?
•	 Are the materials rare or unusual? What does this 
	 tell you?

•	 How was it made? By hand or by machine?
•	 What does this object tell us about technology 	

in ancient Egypt?
•	 How are the different pieces joined together?
•	 Why have these artefacts survived?
•	 How did the artefact get to the museum?
 
Making connections

This set of questions encourages pupils to place the object 
in the wider context of history and make connections to 
other pieces in the gallery.

•	 Where and when would this object have been used?
•	 What sort of person would have used it? Rich/	

poor, man/woman?
•	 Do you think many people could have afforded 	

to buy an object like this?
•	 What is it worth: to the people who made it? 	
	 To the people who used it?
•	 Why is this object on display in the museum? 		

Why is it important to the museum?
•	 What ideas does this object convey?
•	 Is it the same or different from the things around it?
•	 What other information is available in the gallery 
	 to help you investigate this object?
•	 Was this object made for someone in particular? 
•	 Was it made for a special occasion or for a 
	 specific place? 
•	 What sources outside the museum can you use 
	 to find out more about the object?
•	 What else do you want to know about this object? 	

Make a list of three questions.
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Discover Ancient Egypt at
Brighton Museum & Art Gallery
A cross-curricular resource suitable for KS2

The new ancient Egypt galleries at Brighton 
Museum & Art Gallery offer exciting learning 
opportunities for you and your pupils. 

Brighton Museum has the largest ancient 
Egypt collection in southern England, with 
many important, fascinating and rare objects. 
The galleries have a strong child focus with 
interactives and interpretation designed to 
engage minds, arouse curiosity and develop 
the key historical skills outlined in the Key 
Stage 2 National Curriculum.

For information about our learning programme 
visit www.brighton-hove-museums.org.uk

Contact Brighton & Hove Museums 
Bookings Office 03000 290903
visitor.services@brighton-hove.gov.uk
Brighton Museum & Art Gallery
Royal Pavilion Gardens
Brighton BN1 1EE
www.brighton-hove-museums.org.uk


