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Brighton Museum & Art Gallery                                      
    Image & Identity Key Stage 3

Image and Identity (Performance gallery)
Exploring the Performance gallery

Give yourself five minutes to look around the whole gallery.

Look again.  Write down three different reasons, in the gallery, for giving a performance.

​​​​​

________________
   _________________          _________________     

During a performance, performers transform themselves into someone or something else. 

	In what different ways can this be done?




Forming and exploring your ideas 

Choose a puppet, costume or mask that particularly interests you. 

	Make a labelled drawing to show what each different part of the puppet, costume or mask is trying to say to the spectator. 
Are the colours or patterns significant? Is any part of it exaggerated? 

Your drawing should be a thorough ‘description’, which will help you to remember the object in as much detail as possible.




Draw and/or write your answers.

	How does the performer conceal his/her identity and transform him/herself?


	How do these elements enhance the performance?

	Who is the performance for and how might it make the spectators feel?


	Is this significant?  Does this affect the performance in any way?



	Does it matter who the performer is?  Could anyone successfully carry out the performance?


	What is the overall image or message that goes with this performance?




Developing your ideas

	Can performance be used to communicate things that could not otherwise be conveyed?  Can you give an example?




Performances, especially those that involve masks or costumes, are sometimes called ‘masquerade’.  Think about ways in which you might perform or masquerade, either in everyday life or for a special reason or occasion.

· What might you wear or carry?

· Would your identity be altered or concealed in any way?  How?

· Who would be your spectators?

· During the performance, would they react to you differently from usual? 
In what way?

When you have finished, make sketches in your sketchbook of other objects or ideas in the gallery that interest you and might influence your work back at school/college.

